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PCR News

Presessions:

American Academy of Religion Friday, Nov. 22, 2:00-6:30 p.m.

November 23-26, 2002
Toronto, Ontaio, Ganada

Saturday, Nov. 23, 9:00-11:30 a.m.
Regular Sessions:

Saturday, Nov. 23, 4:00-6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 26, 9:00-11:30 p.m.

A58 SATURDAY, 4:00 PM-6:30 PM
CoNFEReENCE CENTER - Room 704

Kelley A. Raab
St. Lawrence University, Presiding

THEME: CRITICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN RELIGION
AND EVOLUTIONARY PSYCHOLOGY

William S. Waldron, Middlebury College
Buddhism and the Sciences of Mind:
A Ciritical Dialogue

Nathaniel Barrett, Boston University
Existential Semiotic and the Cultural Critique
of Evolutionary Psychology

Kelly Bulkeley, Graduate Theological Union
The Evolution of Wonder: Religious and
Neuroscientific Perspectives

Responding:
Jeffrey Schloss, Westmont College

A265 Tuespay, 9:00 aAmM-11:30 am
SHERATON CEeNTER - City HALL Room

Kathleen Bishop
Drew University, Presiding

THEME: THE CENTENNIAL OF WILLIAM JAMES’S VARIETIES
oF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE: CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION

Habibeh Rahim, St. John’s University
Jalaluddin Rumi and William James on Experiencing Faith:
Two Savants and One Reality

Lynn Bridgers, Emory University
Mysticism and Monism: The Paradox of Pluralism in
William James’s Varieties

Jill McNish, Montclair, NJ
The Jamesian “Sick Soul” as Manifestation of the Inborn
Affect of Shame, and the Potential for Shame to Lead to
Expanded Personal Identity and the Experience of
Mystical Unity

David R. Perley, University of Toronto
Seeing the “Unseen World:” Mysticism, Language and
Philosophy in the VVarieties
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Pare-Sessions

FriDAY, 2:00 PM-6:30 PM

THE WESTIN HARBOUR CAsTLE: QUEEN’S QUAY 2

2:00 Franz Metcalf, California State University Los
Angeles, Presiding

THEME: PAsTORAL COUNSELING, SOocIAL WORK, AND RELI-
GION: AN INTERDISCIPLINARY FORUM

Horace Griffin, Seabury-Western
Theological Seminary
Gays in ‘Straightface:” Passing, Silence, Denial, African Americans
and Gay ldentity

Laura Praglin, University of Northern Iowa
Spirituality, Religion, and Social Work:
An Effort toward Interdisciplinary Conversation

3:30 James W. Jones, Rutgers University, and Valerie
DeMarinis, Uppsala University, Sweden
International Psychology and Religion Program

4:00 Coffee Break
4:30  Victoria Rue, St. Lawrence University

Alcting Religions: Theatre as a Pedagogical Tool for Religions Studjes

SATURDAY, 9:00 AM — 11:30 AM
FAIRMONT RovAL York: MONTEBELLO Room

9:00 Works in Progress
Catherine Roach, University of Alabama, Presiding
9:30 Pamela Cooper-White, Lutheran Theological

Seminary at Philadelphia, Presiding
THEME: THE CONTEXTUAL SELF

Helen Daley Schroepfer, Temple University,
Self and Other: Justice in Derrida and Piaget

Kurethara Bose, Bronx, NY,
Mind and the Destiny of the Self: Holistic vs. Analytic

Charlene Burns, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire,
Exorcising the Disembodied Sonl: Science, Psychology, and God
11:00 Business meeting
Franz Metcalf, California State University, L.A. and
Kelley Raab, St. Lawrence University, Presiding

/

Welcome to New PCR Members:

Four new members have joined the PCR group:

Welcome to all of youl!

\_

* Steven Bauman, a Ph.D. student at the Graduate Theological Union
Charlene Burns, Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Sookyung Hwang, a doctoral student in Seon (Zen) studies at the Dongguk University in Seoul, and

David Henderson, a psychotherapist in London who is doing research on Psuedo-Dionysius and Jung.
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Person, Culture and Religion Website:
. http:] | home.att.net/ ~pcr-aar.

PCR-List online e-mail discussion group:
* To subscribe send a message to per-list-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Chris Ross (Wilfred Laurier University) has the
following news to share: “I have been continuing to
work mainly in the area of the psychology of individual
religious differences - applying Jung’s personality
typology to understanding the profoundly different
ways people approach religion and spirituality related to
their personality. The most salient personality differ-
ence across the board is between those who have an
intuitive (big picture, contextual) way of perceiving
and those who have a sensing (detailed, content ori-
ented) way of perceiving. For intuitives religion and
spirituality is a wonderful way to articulate the com-
plexity of human living, whereas for sensing types it’s a
guide to right living. Accordingly I have found these
personality preferences show up disproportionately in
different religious groups. A second interest has been
writing a series of four articles on the contemporary
Hindu avatara Mother Meera. While experiencing with
her the strongest single religious experience of my life,
witnessing a conflict that arose when I visited her in her
village in Germany threw me into the categories of
ethical discourse, cultural psychology (Thanks, Greg
Schneider), and contemporary psychoanalysis. Most
recently I have been on sabbatical partly in Wales
collaborating with Leslie Francis on studies in Jungian
typology and religious affiliation and attending a
Tibetan Buddhist festival in
the New Kadampa Tradi-
tions at Ulverston in the
Lake District in Northern
England. Recent publica-
tions: “Personality Type
and Quest Orientation of
Religiosity.” Journal of
Psychological Type (2000) 55: 22-25, with Leslie Francis.
“Reconciling Claims to Transcendence with Evidence
of Cultural Relativity: Case Studies in Visiting Mother
Meera.” Journal of Indian Philosophy and Religion. “The
Perceiving Function and Christian Spirituality: Distin-
guishing between Sensing and Intuition. Pastoral Sciences
(1998) 16, pp. 93-103, with L. Francis. “Relationship
of Jungian Psychological Type to Religious Orientation
and Spiritual Practices,” with D. Weiss and L. Jackson.
International Journal for the Psychology of Religion (1997) 6
(4), 263-279. “Experiencing Mother Meera.” Canadian
Woman Studies, (1997) 17(1):78-82. Under review:
“Psychological Type and Denominational Affiliation
among Undergraduates in Wales.” With Leslie Francis

N&«M hom
PCR Memdbers

(Senior). “Iype Patterns among Evangelical Protes-
tants in Ontario.” With Paul Bramer (Senior). “Using
cultural psychology to understand conflict around
Hindu Avatara Mother Meera.”

James Jones (Rutgers University) also has several
items to report: “First, my book Terror and Transforma-
tion: The Ambiguity of Religion in Psychoanalytic Perspective
is now out from Routledge Press. From a contemporary
(primarily Kohutian) perspective, it discusses how the
same religions can sponsor both lofty moral sentiments
with heroic acts of self-denial and also some of
humanity’s most terrible acts of inhumanity. The book
has a strange contemporaneousness I never would have
imagined two years ago when I wrote it. Second, my
paper “The Experience of the Holy: A Relational
Psychoanalytic Analysis” was published in the Jan.
2002 issue of Pastoral Psychology and simultaneously a
slightly longer version was published (in English) in the
Dutch Journal Psyche & Geloof (Psyche and Faith).
Third, my paper “Hans Loewald: The Psychoanalyst as
Mystic” will soon appear in Psychoanalytic Review. As you
may remember, this paper was first presented at a PCR
Session in Nashville. Fourth, I have just signed a
contract with St. Martin’s Press to do a trade book on
psychology and spiritual practice, tentatively entitled
“Christian Faith as Spiritual
Practice - Lessons from Bud-
dhism and Psychotherapy.” The
Publisher wants me to empha-
size the Buddhism-Christianity
angle and so I am immersing
myself in the Buddhist-Chris-
tian literature again. And I
continue to travel to Sweden to
teach in the program on “Religion, Culture, and
Health” in Uppsala. More about this in Toronto.”

Dan Noel (Pacifica Graduate Institute) says he is
thinking these days about research on the discourse of
“belief,” with some wariness toward the use of neurop-
sychiatry to make religious claims. He is writing entries
on Jung and Joseph Campbell for the Continuum
Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature, and he just taught a
course on the cultural texts of Freud, using readings
from Freud and Peter Homans’ The Ability to Mourn.
Dan suggests PCR members take a look at David
Tacey’s book Jung and the New Age (Brunner-Routledge,
2001), which he is reviewing for Nova Religio.
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Lewis Rambo (San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary) shares the sad news of the death in May of Liston
Mills, Professor of Pastoral Psychology at Vanderbilt
University Divinity School. Lewis says Mills “had been
a leading figure among Southern Baptists in our field.
He was one of the first students of the famous Wayne
Oates who did pioneering work in the psychology of
religion, pastoral care and counseling, and the field of
religion and medicine. Liston mentored many students
at Vanderbilt—among them Beth Liebert. Liston was a
kind and generous spirit. He, along with James Lapsley,
founded the Society for Pastoral Theology. Liston also
served as the editor of Pastoral Psychology for many
years. I met him in the late 1960’ and early 1970’
when he did a sabbatical leave at Yale Divinity School.
I had the very good fortune to be in Liston’s discussion

group that he led while working with Jim Dittes at
YDS.”

Jack Hanford wants to inform PCR members of
the publication of his book Bioethics from a Faith Perspec-
tive (Haworth, 2002). Because of changes in Jack’s
family situation (the unexpected death of his mother),
he is considering leaving retirement and looking for
possible faculty positions in bioethics, ethics in health
care, psychology of religion, moral and faith develop-
ment, etc. Send suggestions to him at
jhan1722@tucker-usa.com.

PCOR Gmnm,

Sponsored by the Harvard Medical School Depart-
ment of Continuing Education and directed by Herbert
Benson, president of the Mind/Body Medical Institute,
the “Science and Mind/Body Medicine” conference
held this spring was aimed primarily at medical doctors,
psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, and other health
care professionals. I attended the conference hoping to
learn something new about current brain/mind re-
search. In that regard my hope was amply fulfilled.

But I was surprised to find that the conference, in
addition to providing abundant neuroscientific informa-
tion, also offered a fascinating portrait of the way in
which a certain scholarly community is conceptualizing
the relationship between Eastern religion and Western
science. As the conference proceeded I found myself
thinking increasingly of conversations I have had with
members of the PCR group over the past several years,
conversations revolving around the tricky business of
applying Western psychological perspectives to non-
Western religions. In the context of those ongoing PCR
conversations, I thought the following observations
would be of interest.

East Meets West in Cambridge:
A Report on the “Science and Mind/ Body Medicine” Conference
Cambridge, MA — May 24, 2002
Kelly Bulkeley
The Graduate Theological Union

The first speaker was Eugene Taylor, who will be
making a presentation at the PCR/Mystical Studies
session on William James at the Toronto AAR/SBL
conference. Taylor provided a tidy historical summary
of mind/body tresearch in Western science, and to his
credit he explicitly acknowledged the Harvard-centric
orientation of his perspective, which also turned out to
be the perspective of most of the presenters. Taylor
offered James’ “philosophy of experience” as the best
way for the conference attendees to conceptualize the
connections between health and self-realization.
Although many people who have studied these connec-
tions over the past 100 years have pursued the extra-
institutional practice of what Taylor calls “bandit
science” (a wonderful phrase), he encouraged the
attendees to find new ways to reconcile conventional
scientific verification with the elusive, poetic language
of inner experience.

The other speakers on the first day discussed issues
in medical practice that are connected to mind/body
connections. Alice Domar described various relaxation

Continued on page 5
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PCR COMMENTARY: East Meets West
Continued from page 4
techniques she teaches her patients (primarily women
dealing with fertility problems) to help them reduce
stress. Esther Sternberg outlined the negative impact
of stress on the immune system and the correspond-
ingly positive effects of stress reduction on overall
health. Both these presentations were essentially
practical applications of the work of conference
organizer Herbert Benson, whose best-selling books The
Relaxation Response (William Morrow, 1975) and Timeless
Healing (Scribner, 1996) present a highly simplified
method of focused concentration that has measurable
physiological effects on stress reduction.

The second day of the conference included several
presentations connecting Western medical practice with
Eastern religious practices, particularly yoga and
meditation. This was when things started to get inter-
esting, As slide after slide was shown of Eastern
practitioners (primarily Tibetan Buddhists) sitting in
meditation while hooked up to a dizzying array of hi-
tech physiological measurement devices, with Western
scientists sitting nearby avidly watching the data
streaming in on their computers, the impression began
to form in my mind that this was THE goal—the slides
revealed that the driving motivation underlying the
whole conference was an effort to catch religion in the act.
Catch it, analyze it, define it, and apply it to practical
issues of disease and health.

It also became apparent during the question-and-
answer sessions that a significant percentage of both
presenters and attendees were long-time practitioners
of some kind of Eastern meditation tradition. Attend-
ees would commonly preface their questions by saying,

“I’'m a psychiatrist from , and for the past 12 years 1
have been sitting in the tradition, and my question
is...” As more and more people testified to their own

personal integration of Western science and Eastern
religion, the conference developed into a kind of
Winnicottian transitional space: Individuals were
contributing pieces of their inner world to the collec-
tive micro-culture of the conference, and in return they
received validation and support from other participants
in that space.

The third day was the reason I came to the confer-
ence: presentations on dreams by neuroscientist J. Allan
Hobson (who gave a response at the 1998 PCR session

on Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams) and Jungian analyst
Robert Bosnak, and then presentations on “mind/
body/spitit” by James Austin (“Zen and the Brain”),
Harold Koenig (“Religion, Spirituality, and Medicine”),
and Andrew Newberg (“A Neuropsychological Analysis
of Religious Experience: Why God Won’t Go Away”).
The content of these presentations was everything I
hoped for, but as the day wore on and the conference
approached its conclusion I felt increasingly troubled. I
waited and waited for someone to raise even the
slightest hint of skeptical caution about the headlong
rush to marry Western science to Eastern religion, but
it never came. I found myself no longer taking notes
on what the speakers were saying, but rather writing
pointed questions about what the speakers were 7oz
saying:

e Aren’t practices like yoga and meditation deeply
embedded in religious/cultural contexts that make
highly problematic any attempt to “simplify” them for

b

instrumental use by Westerners?

e Granting all the positive benefits of religion on
health, isn’t it also important to take into account the
“downside” of religion in its connection to bigotry,
xenophobia, violence, and war? (And it’s no fair to say
the good stuff is what religion really is, while the bad
stuff comes from something else.)

*  Why are Western scientists so enchanted by
certain Hastern religions? Is it because they want to see
a harmony between their scientific commitments and a
life of lofty spiritual detachment? Does their way of
integrating East and West validate a passion for univer-
salization that dismisses all cultural particularities as
mere distractions in the quest for a purified apprehen-
sion of the world “as it is,” without attachment or
selthood, but while still maintaining a sense of compas-
sion and universal ethical concern?

e What are the Tibetan Buddhists getting out of
all this neuroscientific research? Why is the Dalai
Lama so eager to invite Western scientists to attach his
adepts to hi-tech measuring devices? Could it have
anything to do with the Dalai Lama’s effort to enlist
Western political support in his people’s desperate
effort to fend off cultural annihilation? If so, doesn’t
this create a strong motivation for the Tibetan Bud-
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PCR COMMENTARY: East Meets West
Continued from page 5

dhists who are subjects of Western experimentation to provide results that are pleasing to the scientists?

None of these questions were addressed, and in the end I couldn’t help lamenting the absence of one particu-
lar voice from the conference: Freud. Despite his many failings, Freud had keen critical sense for the unspoken
assumptions and motivations driving people’s thought and behavior (particularly around the subject of religion).
I wish there had been more of Freud’s type of skeptical questioning to challenge some of the naively inflated,
self-satisfied rhetoric that came to pervade this cozy, three-day long celebration of East-meeting-West-at-Cam-
bridge. More than anything, the conference made me appreciate PCR gatherings, where these kinds of critical

questions hold center stage and where a vastly more nuanced and sophisticated understanding of religion, psy-
chology, and culture has been developed over the past quarter-century.

SBL Sessions of Interest

AAR/SBL ANNUAL MEETING, TORONTO

BiBLICAL VIOLENCE AND CONSOLATION:
PsYcHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

Schuyler Brown, St Michaels College
Jung’s Answer to Job” Revisited
Dan Merkur, University Of Toronto
Therapentic Change in_Job
Daniel Terry,
With the Jawbone of a Donfkey: Samson and Delilah, and the
Psychological Truth About Violence
William S Morrow, Queens Theological College
Comfort for Jernsalem. The Second Isaiah as Counselor to Refugees

Respondent: Dereck M Daschke
Truman State University

Two RECENT BoOKs
IN PsyCHOLOGY AND BIBLICAL STUDIES

Michael Willett-Newheart’s Word and Soul: A Psychological,
Literary, and Cultural Reading of the Fourth Gospel
(The Liturgical Press, 2001)

Paul N Anderson, George Fox College
Vincent L. Wimbush, Union Theological Seminary
Michael Willett Newheart, Howard University

W.W. Meissner’s The Cultic Origins of Christianity: The Dynamics
of Religions Development
(The Liturgical Press, 2000)

Donald Capps, Princeton Theological Seminary
Schuyler Brown, St Michaels College
Anthony R De Orio, Madonna University
J Harold Ellens, Univ Of Michigan

Alout et Red Spot

If you found a red dot on the address label on your copy of PCR NEWS, it means we have not received
dues from you for several years. While we hate to drop anyone from our mailing list, it does cost us for duplica-

tion and mailing. Please consider sending in your dues!
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What’s happening elsewhere in the intersections of
psychology and religion?

At the 110th Annual Convention of the American
Psychological Association, August 22-25 in Chicago,
the Psychology of Religion Division (Division 30)
will present sessions on:

¢ Contemporary Readings of William James” The
Varieties of Religious Experience

* Alcohol, Spirituality and Religion

* Diversity and Religion

* Religion in Children and Adolescents

* Santification, Desecration and Demonization:
Psychological Studies of the Sacred

¢ What’s in a Name? “The Psychology of Religion”
Revisited

* Wrestling with God: Religious Strain Affects Emo-
tions, Faith and Health

¢ Spiritual Development Among College Students:
Results from a National Study

¢ Religion and Meaning: Implications for Recent
Political Events

* Neuroscience and the Study of Religion and Spiritu-

The C.G. Jung Institute in San Francisco has
announced a conference and series of workshops on
analytical psychology and spirituality. The “Depth
Psychology and Spiritual Practice Conference” will take
place October 11-13, and will feature Ann Ulanov and
other analysts and practitioners exploring the integra-
tion of Jungian psychology and spirituality. The cost is
$150 ($15 additional for 16 CEU). Held at the Presidio
and the Lone Mountain Conference Center in San
Francisco.

The Fall and Winter will feature a series of Wednes-
day evening workshops under the theme of “Reading
Jung and Jungians on Spirituality.”” The sessions will
include reflections on writings of Edward Edinger, Ann
Ulanov, Lionel Corbett, as well at the Jung-Buber
conflict. Leaders include several Jungian analysts from
the San Francisco Bay Area. Cost is $195 per term ($15
additional for 18 CEU).

More information on these and other programs of
the C.G. Jung Institute can be found by calling the

Institute at (415) 771-8080; e-mail exed@sfjung.org;
website: www.sfjung.org.

ality

/

o

PCR MEMBERS MAKING OTHER PRESENTATIONS?
Making a presentation at a non-PCR session
at the 2002 AAR/SBL Annual Meeting?
Please let us know so we can mention it in
the next issue of the newsletter. It’s always
interesting to see how PCR members are
infiltrating other areas of the academy!

\

/
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PCR Menbersbis

Membership in PCR entitles you to three copies of PCR News, goodies at the Friday pre-session, advance
copies of the papers for PCR sessions, plus the warm glow of knowing that you’re helping us distribute PCR-

related information to scholars, clinicians, and clergy members interested in our work.

$15.00 Regular Membership; $10.00 Student Membership (with copy of student ID). Checks should be
payable to Person, Culture, & Religion Group. Send to: Kelly Bulkeley, Secretary/Treasurer, 226 Amherst Avenue,
Kensington CA  94708; Phone: 510-528-02206; Fax is same; E-mail: kelybulkeley@earthlink.net

2002 paid members to date are listed below; if you think we missed you, contact Kelly Bulkeley at the

address above.

Bill Barnard
Steve Bauman
Jacob Belzen
Kathleen Bishop
Emily Brault
Lucy Bregman
Kelly Bulkeley
Lanier Burns
Charlene Burns
Eileen Campbell-Reed
Jonathon Feit

Bill Barnard

Dept. of Religious Studies

Southern Methodist
University
PO Box 750202

Dallas TX 75275-0202
bbarnard@mail.smun.edn

Nancy Grace
Jack T. Hanford
John Haule
David Henderson
David A. Hogue
Sookyung Hwang
E. H. Rick Jarow
Steve Johnson
James W. Jones
Merle R. Jordan
Felicity Kelcourse

POR Stetnisng Committee 2001-2002

Kelley Raab (Co-Chair)
Dept of Religious Studies
St. Lawrence University
Canton, NY 13617

Franz Metcalf (Co-Chair)
2001 Morgan Hill Drive
Los Angeles, CA, 90068-

3618
fmetealf{@artnet.net

D. Andrew Kille
K. Samuel Lee
Wynona Majied-
Muhammad
John McDargh
Jill McNish
Daniel Noel
Linda E. Olds
Kelley Raab
Lallene Rector
Martha Robbins

Kathleen Bishop
58 Shadylawn Dr.
Madison NJ 07940
KBishop@drew.edu

Kelly Bulkeley
226 Amherst Ave

Kensington CA 94708
Kellybulkeley@earthlink.net

D. Andrew Kille
160 Maro Drive
San Jose CA 95127
revdak@worldnet.att. net

Wayne G. Rollins
Janet Schaller

Greg Schneider

Phillis Sheppard
Raynard Smith
Clarence Snelling
John R. Van Eenwyk
Hendrika Vande Kemp
Trevor Watt

Pamela Cooper-White
Lutheran Theological
Seminary
7301 Germantown Ave.
Philadelphia PA 19119

peooper@ltsp.edn
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INFORMATION FOR PCR NEWSLETTER VOL. 25 NO. 3

I. These days | find myself thinking about . . .
CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS AND WRITING

II. What we need is a good course in . . .
COURSES BEING TAUGHT OR PLANNED

Would a syllabus be available on request? yes  no

I1l. Have you seen ? . . .
ARTICLES, BOOKS AND PRESENTATIONS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE
TO BRING TO OUR ATTENTION
[PLEASE GIVE FULL CITATION IF KNOWN]

IV. INFORMATION OF GENERAL INTEREST [calls for papers, announcements, travel, pro-
motions, job searches . . anything you would like to share in the newsletter]

Your name and Address:

New Member Suggestion:

Send to: Kelly Bulkeley, 226 Amherst Ave., Kensington CA 94708;
Tel & fax 510-528-0226; email: kellybulkeley@earthnet.net
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